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BIRBAL TO THE RESCUE 

The wit and wisdom af Birbal had endeared hin) not only to Akbar, 
but also to a vast majority of the subjects of the Mughal empire. He had 
the rare distinction of achieving immense popularity during his lifetime, 
next only to that of Akbar He was a good administrator, a good soidier 
and perhaps what pleased Akbar the most—a good jester. Less known is 
\Vie Sart that Yie was aSso a good poet, Yle wrote under the pen-name, 
''Brahma' 1 and a colleetion of his poems is preser ved in the Bharatpur 
Museum, 

Though popular ly known as Birbal, his real name was Maheshdas. It 
is believed that he belonged to a poor brahmln family of Trivikrampur 
(now known as Tikawanpur) on the banks of the River Yamuna. But it 
was only by vir tue of his sharp intellect that he rose to be a minister at the 
court of Akbar His phenomenal success made many cour tiers jealous of 
him and if the popular accounts are to be believed, they were ever busy 
plotting against him. According to popular legend even his death, while 
he was on an expedition to Afghanistan at the head of a large miiitary 
force, was due to treachery. Though he was kil led in the battie, the 
expedition was successful and subdued the turbulent province. 

Akbar was so deeply moved, when he heard the news of BirbaPs death, 
that he burst forth Lnto a couplet and lamented, "Birbal, you never hurt 
the helpless, You always gave them whatever you had. I am helpless 
now and yet you have left nofehlng for me. ,f 

Akbar had found in Birbal a true friend and sympathiser Of the handful 
of followers of the Din-e-Elahi, the new faith preached by Akbar, there 
was only one Hindu, Birbal. 
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A POTFUL OF WISDOM 


ONE PAY, AN ENVOY FROM THE 
CO URT OF THE N/NO OF CEYLON 

cme ro akba^'s cou&t on 

A 3TRANGE M/SS/ON, 































































































































omor cfritro Lotfrg 



8UT IT'LL TAKE 
TIME —■PERHAPS 
A FEW WEEKS-^ 


l'M WILLING 
TO WAIT, 


WELL, BJRBAL? 


^ JAHANFANAH 
WE COULf? 

EASILY SPARE 
s om WIS VOM- 


PON*T WØRRY, JAHANPANAH - THE 
KING OF CEYLON SHALL HAVE 
HIS POTFUL OF WJSPOM. 


WELL, BIRBAL * 

I HORE YOU KNOW 
WHAT Y OU'RB 
POING - OUR, 
PRESTIGE IS AT 
STAKE« j 




BRING 
ME h FEW 
CLflY POTS 
WiTH NARROW 
NECKS* 


THE ATTENOANT SOGN CAME 
WITH THE POTS 


BACK 


AH t THERE WU 
ARÉ I GOOP'FØLLØW 
ME TO THE PU/MPKIN 

































































































63HBAL TO THE RESCUE 













































































amar chrtra katha 




A FORTNlGtfT LATSR — 


AHA — N OW 
THEV ARE 
,ALMGST A S 
&\G AS THE 
POTS ! GOOQ\ 


























































































































ØJRBAL KJ I Mt htSLUt 





















































































































omop cM na katha 



MAV I HAVE 
A LOOK AT IT? 


CERTAINLV 


' WE HAVE FIVE 
MORE, IF VOOR 
KING NEED5 
. ANV MORE / 
\ WISPØM .M 


WE ARE NO MATCH 
FOR BIR5AL. WHV 
> PIP WE EVER j- 
*■—\ . TRy! ry 













































































r 1 J LL K AVE A 
THE tf SEN T JO 
VOU,JAHAN- j 
v FANAH - j 


3JRBAL, * Atf OJRICKJS 
TO HAVE A LOOK AT 
THE FRUIT Of WlSPOtf 
VOU &AI D VOU HAVE 
V RVE MORE. A 


AS S&CW >95 THE ENVQV LEFT 


HA I HA? HA! THE FRUIT OF 
wisp om inpeep! n wjll 
CERTAINLV MAKE THE KING 
OF CEYLON A WJSER tf AN, 
V THOUGH r y 


BIRBAL TO THE RESCUE 


WHEN WE OTHEK POTS WEPE BPOUGHT > 
AK8AP LOOMEL? /A/rO ONE OF THEM--- 



























































































THE EMPERORS TOUCH 






THE SWQR& WAS ti ANDED OVER TO 
THE EMPERQR. , HE EMWtNEP tT 
CAREFULLi. 


IT S OLP 
ANP RU5TY-* 
OF N O CI5E 
TO US 


THE FQUOWING DAV, AT CD&tRT - 


JAHANPANAH, THIS 
SWORD ONCE WIEU7EP 
&Y M'i SQH HAS WON 
MANY SATTLES 
VOU. SO, PLEASE 
KEEP IT IN THE 









































































































Bl Ft B Al TO THE RESCUE 


1 JU6T 
FIVE GOLD 
r cm NS i 


^RETURN IT 70 HER 
A HQ GIVE HER FIVE 
SOLO COINS FØR 
HER TKOU&LE* . 


BfRGAL TOOK THS 
$WO£C> ■.. - C 


MfW 

| IHSPECT 
THE SWØRP* 
UAHANFANAH^ 


AGAiN ANP AGAtN 


gmm 


9 





















































































































tlirnep 

SOLPEN ? 


/ r ves, 
jahanpanah. I 

r WHEN EVEN THE 
PARAS * A MERE 
STOHE, transmuté, 
\ /RON INTO / 
kV GOLD-.- J 


WHY, ØIR 3 AL 


WHAT'S VVRONG? 


omcir cHftm kcithq 


NOTJ-HN6, dAHAN - 
RAN AH . irs ONLY 
THAT | WAS 
CONFIPENT THE 
SWORP WOULD 
VhAVE TORNEP 
r V* SOLPEN. x" 


..l'M surprisep x 

THAT WHILE 


THE GOLt 
THE IVOMEN WENT AWAY 
&LESStNG ThE EMPEEOR. 
— AHO BfR&AL / 


* * 5T “ IE CRea7E ° «™ ™ ™«« «= ,** j: 































































































61 FIE AL TO THE RESCUE 



A WIDOW S SAVINGSl 


THE RKrt AND THE POQR ,Tft£ YOtfW AND 
THE OLD f ALL SQU&HT 3i EB AL *3 HELP 
WHEN TNEY W€P£ WRØN&ED - ONE DAV 
AN OtP Wt&OW CAME TO SEE NW . 



f IT J S pi LOm 5TORV, 


HELP MEj HUZUR 
jVe BéEN 

SW/INOLEP. 


HUZUR. 5IX W0KTH6 
f\6G> I PEGPEP TO 
SO ON A J 
>_PJ LGRJMAG E ^é 


3 V ' 
W HOMP 


FtNAUY, i WENT TO 
A MENPLCANT * 


f HERE IS f\ WG OF N 
COPPER OOJNS— All THAT 
I HAVE IN THrS WQRLP- 
PLEASE KEFP IT FOR M£. 
w IT WILL BÉ SAFE WITH A 
VOU f £ 


BUT I VWA5 WORRIEP 
ABOUT MV MONEV« 

I PIPN'T KN OW 
WHÉRE TO 
KEEP |T* 








































































omar chitrn katha 


...YOU MAY PIG 
A HOLE SPMEWHERE 
IN MY HUT AND 
BURY THE BAG 
vTHERE YOUR5ELF. < 


('« SORRY. I CAN'T 
BE INVOLVEP IN 
WORLPLV MATTERS. 
. | PON’T TOUCH 
MONEY BUT... 


'SO / W£NT TO A COKMER OF 
THE HUT ftNPPUO ft SMALL HOLE, 


MH COJN& 
WILL BE 
SAFE HERE 


ON A1Y RETURN^ U/HEN / INENT TO THE MENPKANT 
TO COLLECT THE MONEY —■* r , |J— ~~ 


THE BAG Of 
COINS 
I BURlEP 
IN WOUR 
. HUT. J 


WhAT MON ÉV 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 
ABOUT ? / 





















































































































□ IrtUAL IU Irtt HtiLUC 


r Y OU KNOW 
WHERE YOUVE 

buried rri find 

IT mp TAKÉ 

fv IT, A 


f BUT, PON'T 5PÉAK 
AØOUT tfONEY TO 
i/AE.l PON*T &VEN 
V WAtHT TO HE 
jfeVTMAT WORD,. 


SO f MENT TO THE CØRNER 


|T f S <30NE) 


f O HOLY ONE, y 
m COINS r WHEREj 
ARÉ JWY CQmS^y* 


/ CQULDN'T BEUaVE MY EVE& 


S EE60NÉ, N, 
WOMAN. PON’T 
30THER tf E WlTH 


• il il I / 

7T\ SUCH WORLPLV 



II V MATTERS. 
















































































i »LIT SIR, I PIP 
IgURV IT HER£... 
THREE MONTHS 
, »GO ... IN YOUR 
PRESENCE! 


X <5UIT£ X 
' PØSSIBLE. BUT > 
I AM BLINP TO 
WHAT SOES ON IN 
THIS MATÉRlALISTlC 
V. WORLP- J 



' MV MINP HAS ONLY 
ONE 7HOUGHT - RAM A; 
MV EARS HEAR ONLV 
ONE SOUNP — RAMA; 
MV EyES BEHOL O . 
V&UT ONE FORM— A 
ll#^\ RAM Al S\ 


1 ■ -"1 



>r" 

1 


L 








L 

11 Li 1 







AWAY- WHAT 
ELSE COULP 
i. I P 09 


MENDICANT 
HAVE STOLEN 
VOLIR CPINS? J 








came"^ 

, / COULD THE 








































































BLR&AL to THE FIESCUE 


7 W£iL , WElL SOPN 


FfNp OUT, 

USTEN CAREFULLY. 


T H AT 'S 
THE PLACE. 
, HUZilR. 


GOO9, WOW ^ 
I^HIPE BEHINP Thi6 
FTR£E,ANP R6MEM- 
r ØER, YPU MU&T WALK 
INTO THE HUT ONLY 
WHEN I FALL AT HIS 
i FEET FOR THE 
\ SECONP TIME. 


NOT A MOMENT 
EARLLER NOR 
A MOMENT 
v LATER, , 


L WILL ENTER ^ 
THE HUT AT THE 
EXACT MOMENT, 
s. HUZUR. 






































































amar c hit ra kathct 



Ø/R&SL W£NT INTO THE HUT FINT? FEtL 
PROSTRRTE tN FRONT OF THE MENPiWNT 



I MAVE HEA RO PBOP LE 
TALK ASCUT VOUR 
SPIRITUAL EMINENCE* 
TOPAV I HAVE HAP THE 
G OOP FORTUNE OF 
RECEIVING youR 



■SPEAK UP,CH*LP, 
LET ME HELP 
, VOU IF I CAN. J 


NO,SIR* VOM > 
MUSTN f T* VOU ARE 
A MAN Of OOP* 

I 5MOULPN J T i 

BU ROEN VOU £ 

WITH WORipVt// 

WORRlBS.JCf i 


HOLV ONE, I HATE 
TO TROUBLE VOU 
WITH THE PROB¬ 
LEMS WE FOOLISH 
MORTALS HAVE* / 

&ut.*. 


> WHAT l fS HE 
601 HG AWAV 
WlTH THE 
1 CASKETf T 


øq,T.**BUT WHO ELSE 
CAN I TRUST IN THIS 
WICKEP* WICKEP 
WORLD ? PLEASÉ £ 
v GOIPE ME- 


J HE IS 1 
WAVERINQ. 

1 MUST LAy 
HAMPS QN 
THAT CASKET. 






























































MV CHILD, 
CONFIPE IN ME* UN- 
BURPEN YOURSELF 
I WIUL HELP YOU. 
nr 15 my puty y 
TO PO 50. C 


CHILP, THE THOUQHT 
OF WEALTH IS REPULSIV£ 
.TO ME - BUT..* B(JT .** J 


MAY I LEAVE THE&E 
PRECIOUS UEWÉLS 
t IN YOfJR CARE P 


J PRECIOU5 K 
jEVl/ELSj JUST 
AS 1 TH WGHT ! 


...Y OU MAY BURY N 

YØtJR CASKET )N A l 
iCQRNER HERE.IT 4 
f WILL 0^ AB SOL UTE LY 
V SAFE- y { 


"... I VE PROW5E P TO ' 
HELP VO£J. ANP A MAN 
OF GOQ CAM NOT SO 
JBACK ON Hi5 WORP. 

C SiNCE I PO NOT 
&VTOULH WEALTH --A 


_ 

1 /o HOLY ØNE t 

— 1 

W 1 HAVE TO LEAVé j 

_ - ■ * 

FOR. AJMER TO j 


K MEE7 MY / _ tø 


BRQTHER ^ 


M ‘ 

















































































omar chitra kafha 




























































































B1RBAL TO 


RESCUE 


THE WGMAN &t£> AS 
SNE WA$ TQLP- 


r YOU WU&T HAVE ^ 
FORGØTTEN THE EXACT 
5BØT. WHY OOH* T 
WU LOOK FOR IT j 
.IN THAT CORNER? -A 


4 FOOLISK, WOMAN? 
KEEP5 HER MØNEY 
IN ONE PLACE ANp 
LOOKS FOR JT m 
v ANOTHER f / 


YOU WERE RIGHT, 
O HOLY ONE * 

IT WAS IN THAT 
CORNERi y~_ 


MØNEY CAØSES WØRRY« 
WORRY WEAKENS VOUR 
MEMORY - ANP YOO LOSE 
YOUR BALANCE. WOULP 
YOU &ELIEVE IT? THIS 
WOMAN EVEN ACCUSEP/ 
ME OF STEALJNG 
HER MØNEY? / 


19 























































































































■ HUZUR, YOUR &ROTHEK 
MAS CO/AE TO VI6IT 
YOU I HE WANTS TO 
MEET YOU IMMEPIATELY. 


) CAK 
SEE 
THAT! 


chitra katha 


AN ATTENPANT CAME 


OH, OH I SO 
I PON’T HAVE 
TO GO TO 
AJMER APTER 
ALLI 


/ 50 CHILPj BURV YOUR 
I Cf\ SKET ANYWHERE BUT 
90 REMEMBER THE PLACE. 
I I PON’T UNDER STAN 0 ANY 
V THING ABOUT THE SE 

w worldly matters. y 



ANP B/R&AL luALKEP OUT MTH THE 
CASKET. i- 


MAY I THANK ' 
YOU FOR YOUR 
KINDNESS, 
HOLV ONE? . 





































































BIRBAL TO THE RE5CUE 



THE PERFECT PORTRAIT 


ONE PEY, BiR&AL WA5 
SURPRi&ED TO FINP THE 
NORMAL LY CHEERFOL COURT 
ARTf BT LOOK/NO Oli/M. 


























































































MONTH AGO HE THÆEM/ Af£ 
fi CHA LL ENGE - " =—-- 


*HE POSEO ANP / OOT PQWN TO WO&K, 
AT LAST—* | —r—r i in 


I BET, YOU CPi N‘T > 
CREATE AN E*ACT 
b, LIKENESS OP j 

BL ME* / 


/ THAT 5 flLLJ LL^ 
GIVE THE RPRTRAlT 
A FEW FINI5HING 
TOUCHES AND 
^ &KJNG IT TO YOU 

TØMQRROW. å 



BUT YQU DJ D < 
HAV/E ONE \ 
WHEN VOU < 
PO&EP FOR i 
THE pORTRAfT| 


"ØH THE FOLlOWiNå PAY, WHEN / HANPEP 
THE PQRTRAiT TO HtM, CONHPENT OF 

WtNNtNG THE 8ET — “ f -;-~ 

-----Jig,*--—J THIS VUON *T PO| 

{ IT ISN’T AN EXACT 
M\\ LIKÉNE55.J PON J T 

fjtt lL=r HA^E A BEARP] 


A BET 15 A BETf AND AN E*ACT 
L1KENESS AN £*ACT LIKENE5SJ 
HERE 1 VOU MAY KEEP THI5 AS 
■*"— rf A MEMENTO, 


PLEASE 6IVE 
ME ANOTHER 
. CHANCE, y 


ALL RIGHT 
YOU MAY 
TRY AGAJN. 








































































Bl RØ AL TO THE RESCUE 


1 POSEP FOM M£ QMCE MOM£. 
WHEN f TO OK TM£ FtNiSifå& 
FOKTEEJT TO Mm -' 


90 I HAVE A 
MOUSTACHE? 


^ BUT X 
WHY THIS ^ 
MOUSTACHE? 


MO MORE OF YOUR 
CHEEK, Y QUbiG, MAN T 
THE COURT UJILL 
SOObi KNOW WHAT 
KJNP OF ARTIST / 
VOU ARE f S A 


NO ! PLÉASE 
GIVE ME ANOTHER 
v CHANCE \ J 


f ONLY ATTER FIVE 
SUCH 5ITTINGS, 
919 \ REALISE THAT 
ME WAS OUT TO 
RUIN MY 

\ deputation f J 


OH ! Whf\T A 
FOOL HVE 
SEEN f HOW 
COULO J.*. 







SHAVER IT 1 


OFF 7 

©PAY. , 


23 
































































AN EKACT LIK&NES& Of 
V0UR5ÉLFT ISN’T THAT 
WWT VOU WANTED, Å 
_ «V FRlENP? vf 


OM, IT'S VOU AGAlHl 
IVHAT have yoo • 
COATE WJTH NOWP/* 
ANOTHER USE- g 
L.LÉ&S RORTRÆlTfJr 


omar ctøtra kutha 


ÆWV5 LATER — 


THE NOBLE SHEERfSHLN 
ACCEPT EP DEFEffT ANP THE 
ARTIST BECAME H/S CHEER 
FOL SELF A&A/M. 
























































































SPEAK THE TRUTH BUT 
MAKE IT PLEASANT 



BIRBAL TO TH£ FtÉSCUE 



IF BiRBAL'S NEfGHBQUR HAP A 
WEAKNBSS, IT WAS TO HAVE 
Hf S FORTONE TOLP - 




























































































■omor chifret katha 


HE THREW 
VØU OUT, 
PIPN'T HE? 


f I REAP HIS HORO&COPE 
hHU PRÉPJCTEP THAT 
HIS NEAR ANE? PEAR 
ONE S WOULD PIE J 
\ BEFORE HIM. 

AN O THFN.. JfigQ-'.J: 


HE pip. HE 
GQULPN’T FACE 
THE TRUTH, 
s. ANP... J 


PLEASANT? 

I PON'T 
UNDERSTAND; 
how ■ * * jm 


— YØU CQULP 
HAVE MADE 
n MORE s 
PLEASANT \jk 


1 CQULVH'T 
LiE. 


ypq PIP 
WELL TO 
SPEAK ‘THE 
TRUTH BUT. 


IT 'S SIMPLE 

pll tell 

VOU HOW- 
LI5TEN 









































































ÅHj SIRI WHAT A 


THE JVEÅT PAY 


OW QO AS I VE 
TQLP WU, ANP SEE 
HQW HE RE5PØNP5 
PØN'T FØRGET 
THE PfSGUlSE! 


STR1KING PERSØN- 
ALITV YØU HAVE I 
^MAY I REAP YØUR 
PALM P J 


CERTAINLY 
CERTAINLY , 
GOO P SIRI 


WHAT A GLORIOUS 
FUTURE[ANP WHAT 
A LØN G LIFEf 
v IN FACT-*. / 




















































































tumor Chitra kuthu 





'l NEVER PR E AMT, HUZUR 
THAT THE MANNER IN 
WHICH I WORP MV REAP¬ 
ING IS EVEN MORE 
IMPORJANT THAN THE y 
kwEEAPiNG ITSÉLF J 


NE WENT IN ANP CAME OUT WtTfi A 
SAO OF C&tNS. 


LATEk — 



























































BIRBAL TO THE RESCUE 





























































































































MEDITATJNQ J WITH JT5 
EYES CL05EP AND IT5 
^H£AP TURNEP SKY — 
WARPSJ ^ 


Y OU 

MUST ØE 
JOKJNG, 


/ WELL ! WELL \ WELL \ VØU'VE 
5AVEP YET ANOTHER HEAP, 
BIRØAL. ANP l’M 6RATEFUL, 
VOU FOR IT. 


QNIX THEN PU? AKBAR REMEM&ER 
WHAT HE HAP TO LO H/S AT TEN PANT, 


LATER t AT AK BAR S COURT 


SO THE TNG WENT TO THE AT TEN PANT *5 
NOUSE . WHEN AK&AR SAW THE B/RP— 


JAHANFANAH, 
90 Y OU 
REMÉMØER 
THE PARROT 
THAT FAKIR 
GAVE. YQUf 
IT'5 A HOLY 
ElRP (NPEEpJ 


BlRBftL 
VOU MAY BE 
W1SE ; ANP 
OLEVER I 
BUT THERÉ 
IS A 
LIMIT* 

































































































































omar Ovtra katha 



AKBAR THE HUNTER 


WH> ON 

earth^ 


THE KlN£ WANTS 
MORE FORE3T3 \N 
V HIS KlN&Dom , 


AkdAR EKTRBMBiy 


FOX ( £> OF HNN 7 /N&. ONE 
PAY— r-- 


- OUR 
village 

15 &EIN6 
. RAZEP 1 


HELPUS, 

HUZOOfZ* 


HfS MEM.HAlE ORPERS 
TO CREATE MORE ANP 
MORE NEW FORE3T3S 


THE WANTa NELV 


OUNcSLESTO hunt 


ONT^EAEXT 
tfwvm'a r— 
TRIP — 


Ah f THIS f 3 
30 EXHFLV 
RATfN6 PON>T 
OOU THI NR 30. 
\ &\RBAL? 


LOOK AT 
aHO&E 0\NLS 1 


r THE 
TWO 6.ROUPS 
SEEM 10 BE 
HAWNO A 
v QUARREL 



&l R3Al IS ao W |SE , \ ry 

HE SHOUtP BE ABLE ) jtyJA 
10 MAKE OUT WHAt Z—H 
THEY ake aAYlN^_^XTEir^ 

">7;^— m^7 &ERB * L 

tell ua iajhy 

® \ THEV ARE 

#K*£L \fi6ht[N6 y 


I OOULP 


TOUR MAJEhJ v J^WVfå 
MAY NOT U K£ L -—-fl Tf 
\^0 HEAR TT/ éOON 1 
i/—-WH7 3HOHU> 

ft x Mim what 

Up ~~ / \lHE &IRP 5 

- sayp 













































































■ A GROUP OF OWLS HAVE ^ 
COME FROM THE NElGHBOURlNe 
K1N6POM TO HARRY ONE 
Of THE |R BOVS TO A Å 

S. GlRL CWl mere. 


thet are ARRApJsiMG 
for the marriage. 
But There is a 

PISPUTE BETWEEN THE 
GROOM’S FflTHER AND 
THE &RIDE’S FA7HER. y 


nhy? 


/ THE BOV'S F.ATHER \ 
/ IS PEMANPING A OIFT^ 
OF FOR7Y FORESTS. 

BUT THE filRL’S FATHER 
\IS SAYING Hg CANNOT / 
\ COMPLY NOlV... / 


... HDVJEVER, A FTER 
A FEW Y&ARS, HE 
PROMISES TO 6IFT 
vE IGHTY FORESTS to 
\ THE COUPLE. A 


H0W?IFHE p£>E5N*r 
HAVE FORTY FORE-STS 
NOlN, HOW Wlu. HE , 
GIVE DOUBLE THE / 
JJUMBER LATER 2 / 


HE KEEPS CONVERTlNd 
VILLA SES I Kl TO 
JUNGLES FOR HIS 
HUNTING PLEASUKE 
SO THE MUMBER OF 
FORESTS IS SURE 
JO -DOUBLE IN THE 

future. “> 


AXOAR i/rVP£g&TODZ> THE MESSfl&E 


B/RBAl w/is 7 RytNG to ccmex 


rou ARE RIGHT, BIREAL. 
rr is selfish ofmeto 

PESTROY VI LIAGE AFTER 
VILLASE FOR MY HUNTING 

v pleasure. y 


1NELL, HE 


' SAYs THE ' 
EMPEROR here is 
Vvery fond OF 1 
\ HUNTING /> 























































a ll-colour 


i Add $omt 

{gtivtjy* 

■fh^funand 

ceJi&raffons 


A sparWing oolleclio 
of a |l-new folk-ta'«*' 
fairy tales, ntV s 

ard adventure. 
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HOW TO USE THE BIG BABOL TATTOO 



Peel Ihe yellow 
proteclive paper 


PJace fhe I ransfer 
(Ironi side up) on 
ide skin and 
press down HrmSy. 

paji.i si« ■vadaWc, O^r opiffl in salflcl t-tim. U itw* lasts. 


Rub on (op of the 
transfer area with 
any blunt objset 
for a few seconda. 


Removo (he top 
layer. 


See. You don ! 
oven need water! 


PERFEni 


































